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On April 29, 2009, USDA released the findings of a cost-benefit analysis of the National Animal Identification System (NAIS) conducted by Kansas State Univ.  Camelids  (llamas, alpacas, guanacos, vicunas and camels) are addressed on two pages of the 442-page document.  The analysis found that “Both the size and nature of the camelid industry in the United States make it less of an identification priority than cattle, swine, sheep and poultry” and “Due to the small size of the camelid industry and the fact that alpacas are predominantly registered, DNA fingerprinted, and have microchips, the industry has already largely adopted NAIS types of animal ID systems.  Thus, we do not estimate specific benefits and costs of NAIS adoption by the industry in this report.”

The analysis also notes the very low susceptibility of camelids to many diseases and it also recognizes that in many states camelids are tested for Tuberculosis (M. bovis) and Brucellosis with no positive tests reported.

Links to the full text of the analysis, an executive summary of the analysis and the full text of the 2-page section on the camelid industry are available at: www.camelidid.org under the RELATED LINKS tab.  USDA documentation is also available on the NAIS web site: http://animalid.aphis.usda.gov/nais/  under “What’s New”.  

The Secretary of Agriculture, Tom Vilsack, held an invitation-only stakeholders meeting in Ft. Collins, CO on May 11, 2009 with about 35 people in attendance.  CWG member Teri Baird was invited by the Secretary's office to provide a brief

statement regarding the camelid section of the NAIS.  Teri thanked the Secretary for holding these sessions and thanked USDA for adopting a pragmatic approach to the NAIS.  She advocated for the continuation of voluntary participation in the NAIS for camelids.  In an interview after this meeting, Sec. Vilsack said  he has an open mind about whether to keep

animal ID voluntary or to make it mandatory.

As a result of the efforts of the members of the CWG, USDA has recognized that camelids are NOT food animals.  On April 16, 2009, the USDA liaison to the Camelid ID Working Group, Dr. John Wiemers, told working group representatives Karen Conyngham and Teri Baird that “We [USDA/Animal & Plant Health Inspection Service] realize that there is already a high degree of traceability and a low level of disease risk in this [the camelid] sector.” Per the NAIS Business Plan version 1.0 published in September 2008, camelids are no longer even included as a “Tier 2” species.

The NAIS has been a voluntary program at the federal level since November 2006.  With the change in administration in Washington in 2009, the House Agriculture Committee under chairman Collin Peterson of Minnesota has been pushing USDA to review the NAIS and consider making the system mandatory for producers of food animals, with initial emphasis on the cattle sector.  USDA ranks food animal species as follows:

High – Bovine (cattle)

Medium – Porcine (swine); Equine (horses*); Poultry (chickens & turkeys); Cervids (deer & elk**) and


    Caprine (goats)

Low – Ovine (sheep) and Aquatics**

*    Horses that, when moved, require an EIA test or health certificate are designated Tier 1.

**  Tier-2 species that are part of the existing animal health programs within APHIS/VS.

USDA will be holding another round of listening sessions on the NAIS and how it should be implemented across the country during May and early June.  For states and dates, or to submit a written comment at any time,  see: http://animalid.aphis.usda.gov/nais/feedback.shtml 

Llama and alpaca owners and show associations are to be commended for their timely recording of animal movements to and from shows/sales and for their continued observance of biosecurity best practices.  These factors will continue to insure that our animals do not require participation in a federal mandatory identification system.  

Note however that states may move forward with animal identification programs as they deem necessary.  It is important to monitor the status of NAIS in your state.  A link to all state departments of agriculture and their animal ID programs is available at: http://animalid.aphis.usda.gov/nais/   under the heading “State Web Sites”.

